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“It was Patrick’s deepest wish
that his iliness and brave
fight somehow help others.”

— Lisa Niemi

Patrick Swayze Fund Supports
Pancreas Cancer Research

nlike breast and prostate can.
( ]cers, pancreas cancer is difficult
10 detect carly. Therefore, it tends t©

less effective,
the fourth leading cause of cancer
death. Stanford’s unique approaches to
pancreas cancer have enabled some of
our patients to survive for many years.
However, overall survival for this dis-
case has not changed significantly in
four decades; fewer than four percent
of persons diagnosed with pancreas
cancer survive for five years.

The Patrick Swayze Pancreas
Cancer Research Fund was estab-
lished at the Stanford Cancer Center
in 2009 to fund research that will
lead to more effective diagnosis,
treatment and prevention.

“It was Patrick’s decpest wish
that his illness and brave fight some-
how help others,” said Lisa Niemi,
Swayze's widow.

Gifs t0 the Swayze Fund have come
from his fans throughout the world, as
well as from donors whose lives have
been touched by pancreas cancer.

making pancreas cancer

Recently, the fund was used to
provide a seed grant t0 a team of
Stanford investigators developing

specific proteins o cells involved in
the growth and progression of pan-
creas cancer. Spearheaded by Amato
Giaccia, PhD, professor of radiation

Gifts to the Swayze Fund
have come from his fans
throughout the world

oncology, gynecology and obstetrics,
and surgery, the project aims to tailor
treatments based on changes in the
‘microenvironment surrounding the
pancreas tumor cells. The investiga-
tors believe this microenvironment
makes the tumor cells resistant to
standard therapies and increases their
invasiveness and potential to spread
in the body.

Specifically, the Giaccia team is
targeting connective tissue growth

factor (CTGF), which appears o drive
malignant progression. “Our lab dem:
onstrated that giving an antibody that
specifically targets CTGF significantly
inhibited the growth of pancreatic-
tumor-derived cell lines in laboratory
models,” says Giaccia.

In a Phase I study headed at Stanford
by Albert Koong, MD, PhD, associate
professor of radiation oncology,
CTGF antibody appears to be safe
and has antitumor activity. The
Swayze Fund will support the inter-
disciplinary collaboration of four
groups investigating how to better
apply targeted CTGF antibodies to
pancreatic adenocarcinoma in combi-
nation therapies.

Seed grants, like this one, are a
powerful way to leverage donor sup-
port, allowing rescarchers to pursue
collaborative studies that otherwise
would not be possible, and to accu-
mulate enough data to successfully
compete for additional funding.
Accordingly, the generosity of donors
10 the Swayze Fund is empowering
Amato Giaccia and other Stanford
investigators to provide fresh hope for
patients with pancreas cancer. 0

To support pancreas cancer

research at Stanford, please contact
the Office of Medical Development

at (650) 234-0600 or visit our web site
at cancer.stanford.edulbelp/gift.html.
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